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- ' I am Impressed at the atriHng coincidence of analyse ■ 
presented by A mb assador Lodge's telegram (Saigon's No 478 


append deluded « “ 

appendix of citations from the intelligence reports which provided 

the basis for our analysts, but would be happy to do ao if desired. 
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"SPBJECtI PisaHection and the War Eff o rt in South Vietnam 

V 

Comparison has been made between the situation in South Vieznzm 

sinss* s sss-s; *s ssss-.s^, 

- w> - srs^-. 

^ is likely to produce any immediately visible impact 

This disaffection is H ^ever should no significant change occur in the 

regime '^relations with the^e groups, a slow but steady erosion in resist- 
ance to communist attacks and subversion is prooable. 

Situation Prior to Martial Law 

vhPt an isolated Buddhist incident in the city of Hue on May 7-8 
T«“ £SS,» and poplar s^a.d, 

for the Budaili # n_-~ rn a ri 4- Vn cr Tnl v Volatile "bcLSG of 

for Buddhist demands s i £Snst Se regime among many elements of the Vietnamese 
cumulative grievances agams S regime faced widespread res- 

£22; „S£i S h rra£s“Srou“ppJ it ioa and diction anoad 

the general urban populace. 

rtritirism of Diem t s leadership, already high, 
- Within th e government , crrticis levels of the civil 

reached unprecedented proportions a • wit}/ their middle and lower echelons 
bureaucracy and mx^rjesU £ s evidence d a narked re-examination 
staffed largely by Exists t ^ tQ early August , approximately 

f 0 SS2 SscXb^ide range Sf ^ 
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the Ngo family. Although the reliability of these reports varied con-_ 
siderably, it was almost certain that officials discussed the possibility 
of a successful coup and at least a few groups probably completed some 

degree of planning. 




Aside from those who considered overthrowing the regime, many officials 
ignored or tempered instructions and evaded their assigned^ task, of-*propound- 
ing the government line to their subordinates. Some even leaked informa- 
tion to the Buddhists on impending government moves. Thus on several 
occasions Buddhist leaders were able to anticipate developments ana to ac- 
cuse the regime publicly in advance of moves planned to discredit and 

suppress the movement. 


Military discipline tended to keep dissatisfaction from Decoming 
disaffection. Nevertheless some commanders } particularly in units near 
urban centers, showed increasing concern about troop morale and their 
ability to control the ranks should serious suppressive measures against 
Buddhist demonstrations be required. Already in the May 8 incident;, 
some troops reportedly refused to take action against the marcners. 

Other reports identified the Marine Corps, the Airborne Brigaae, and the 
Armored Command as so close to disaffection that they could no e r 
upon to support further actions against the Buddhists. 

Outsi de the government . Popular support for the Buddhist protest 
movement quickly spread through such urban centers as Saigon, Hue, Dalat, 
Tourang (Danang), Nha Trang, Phan Thiet, and Faifo. Old-lane but hig y 
fragmented oppositionists, such as the Dai Viet and National Party of 
Vietnam (VNQDD) parties, saw the Buddhist issue not only as a means to 
reorganize their ranks and expand their support but ultimately to bring 
down the government. Although few of the oppositionists had sipif icant 
cSacS in the civil and military establishments many of the ^ver level 
cLvit-. servants had previously been affiliated with the Dai Viet and VNQDD 
groups. Moreover, the ability of the Buddhists to push their P rot ®^s 
Sthout incurring severe government retaliation undoubtedly encouraged 
heretofore politically inactive oppositionists. Thus a number oi them 
reportedly Lged Buddhist leaders to maintain an uncompromising position. 
Others moved to coup plotting, claiming the supporx oi high as well s 

middle level officials. 


' Student support for the Buddhist movememnt emerged as the mounting 
■publicity given to self-immolation prorated the youth, particularly girl , 
?o demonstrate on behalf of the Buddhists. Only one reliable; report 
indicated any reaction in the countryside. However, the rural P°Pg- _ 
was at least aware of the crisis since in some cases the Buddhist faith 
ful had been brought in from the countryside to participate m urban 

demonstrations . 
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Analysis of events since August 20 must perforce rely more on public 
information and less on intelligence reports , given the impact of martial 
law and the tensions accompanying rumors of coup plots and confrontation 
between American and Vietnamese authorities. While the lines of discord 
anpear to continue unbroken from trends visible since May 8, we believe 
that a qualitative change has occurred. On the one hand, the immediate 
likelihood of a couu, much less open revolt, is lessened. On the other _ 
hand, the grievance's and dissatisfaction of key groups have been exacerbates 

With Nhu ascendant, or so seen by most of these groups, an immobilizing 
atmosphere tends to inhibit, if not preclude, plots against the regime. 

In civil and military circles, mutual suspicion and fear ox his secret 
service and his strategically deployed loyal army units deter those who 
would act from seeking necessary support from others. By involving the 
military, at least publicly, with his moves, Nhu has also dampened whae 
hope may have been held for popular disturbances such as eventaully over 

threw the Rhee regime in South Korea. 

At the same time, repression against Buddhists and students has coalesced 
larser sectors of the urban nopulace in a belief that no hope lies witn ohe 
prefent government. The multiplier effect of the student demonstrations in 

particular should not be overlooked. Relatives of + thos ® ar ^^ e ^ e V ^^ s 
in civil or military establishments, must side emotionally with the stuaen^s, 
“ t vSh ?he Regime. The larger the arrests, the more widespread and wild 
Si be the repots of brutality. Regardless of their truth these reports 
will seem credible enough to trigger further defection. Meanwhile 

government's repressive actions make the regime less and less able to strik 
governme P . original Buddhist demands since weakness 

a meaningful »omise with the origi be loited by all those 

at one point will be seen as a genex^i - nvn 

who, since May 8, have joined the Buddhists to articulate their own g 

ances with the regime. 

. By thi * ;fSr 0 u”Sey 0 nSd i oSy SdeScfprSesSfprofessSal 

OTganizers°of dissent in order to accomplish the gradual deterioration of 

governmental control necessary on underlying 

capitalizing on overt resentment ' '^Shly the United States 

“1e^ emulate the successful 

pattern of takeover, in post-war China. 

South Vietnam: Another China ? 

. * -i ’which might be noted between South Vietnam 
0-f* the many similarities wmcn ^ -,n anfl 

and postwar ChiL - tbs behavior of tbs ruling Sg^Scal 

conspicuous consumption at higher d aad frustrating war against 

rX5£2. dlnf^perhaps t A most disturbing is the way that both 
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regimes alienated intellectuals and other key groups in the society hy 
repression of students. The relatively thin elites of pre -communist 
China and present-day South Vietnam depend heavily on the literate who, 
in turn, come from the upper and middle class urban sectors. The shooting 
in 19^7 of university students in Peking and Hankow by Chinese Nationalist 
troops provided the Chinese Communists with an invaluable weapon for para- 
lysing the resistance effort of civil and military officers. Peasant 
recruits required leadership by these officers, not only to direct their 
fighting but to provide the services and home morale without which sustained 
offensive action was impossible. 

The differences between the two situations preclude too deterministic 
a comparison with China so far as South Vietnam ? s future is concerned. 
However, unless a significant and immediate change occurs in the regime s 
relations with key groups in its populace, repercussions o± urban disaffec- 
tion are likely to erode the war effort in a slow but steady attrition of 
loyalty throughout the civil and military establishment. 
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